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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Beaconsfield . 
May,  1957. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Beaconsfield  Urban  District 
Council. 


Dear  Madam  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council’s  district  for  the  year 
1956. 

The  graph  on  page  12  shows  1956  to  have  been  a “non-measles 
year”,  the  number  of  cases  being  eleven  only  for  the  whole  year. 
Indeed  the  incidence  of  all  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was 
remarkably  low.  There  was  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  or  of  diph- 
theria notified  during  the  year,  thus  making  1956  the  tenth  consecu- 
tive year  during  which  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified 
within  the  Council’s  district.  Of  interest  in  this  field,  however,  is 
the  fact  that  the  vaccination  of  young  children  against  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  in  this  country  was  introduced  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  on  a nation-wide  scale.  Also  the  practice  of  vaccinating 
school-leavers  against  tuberculosis  has  become  a permanent  annual 
feature  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

On  the  1st  January,  1956,  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
under  the  recent  Food  and  Drugs  Act  came  into  operation.  They 
apply  to  any  food  business,  which  means  any  business  or  under- 
taking in  which  food  is  sold  or  supplied  for  human  consumption, 
whether  for  profit  or  not.  Their  scope  therefore  embraces  can- 
teens, clubs  and  schools.  They  also  require  higher  structural  stan- 
dards of  premises  and  the  enforcement  of  proper  handling  practices. 
These  extensions  are  to  be  welcomed  as  a means  of  preventing  the 
spread  of  infectious  disease. 

Following  the  submission  in  1955  of  its  outline  plan  of  action 
during  the  next  five  years  under  the  Housing  and  Repairs  Act,  1954, 
the  Council  has  taken  preliminary  steps  to  declare  Nos.  1—10 
Queens  Terrace  as  a Clearance  Area.  From  Section  — of  this 
Report  which  deals  with  the  Council’s  housing  activities,  it  will 
be  seen  that  on  8th  March,  1957,  the  Council  owned  653  units  of 
accommodation  comprising  houses,  bungalows  and  flats.  A pro- 
posal is  also  being  seriously  considered  for  the  provision  of  old 
people’s  dwellings  in  the  Old  Town. 
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The  routine  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  has  been  varied 
in  character  : in  addition  to  the  preliminary  surveys  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  Clearance  Area  and  visits  to  places  where  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  apply,  the  customary  visits  in  connection 
with  nuisances  and  other  miscellaneous  matters  have  been  under- 
taken. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  my  colleagues,  the  Council’s 
other  Chief  Officers  for  their  co-operation,  and  more  especially  the 
Council’s  Engineer  and  Public  Health  Inspector  for  much  valuable 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant. 


T.  P.  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  REPORT 


Section  I.  General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Statistics  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Social  Conditions;  Area;  Population;  Rateable  Value. 

Births  and  Deaths;  Mortality  Rates.  1956. 

Section  II.  Infectious  Diseases 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Diphtheria;  Poliomyelitis. 

Section  III.  Health  Services 

Hospital  Services;  Laboratory  Services. 

Nursing  in  the  Home;  Welfare  Clinics;  Ambulance  Services. 

Section  IV.  Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  Rates.  1956 
Notifications.  1956. 

Section  V.  Milk 

Article  20;  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk.  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950. 
Specification  of  Areas. 

Section  VI.  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948-1951 

Section  47  : “Care  of  Aged  Persons,”  etc. 

Section  50  : Burials. 

Section  VII.  Housing 

New  Houses  constructed  post-war  period. 

Section  VIII.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Sewerage;  Sewage  Disposal;  Drainage. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Section  IX.  Sanitary  Services 

Water  Supply;  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage. 

Salvage  Returns;  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Inspections;  Pet  Animals  Act. 

Rodent  Control;  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Specified  Area  : Sampling. 

Section  X.  Factories  Act. 

Section  XI.  Miscellaneous 

Appendices  : Analysis  of  Water  Samples. 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (acres)  of  District 

Number  of  inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book) 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  (1st  April,  1957) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  (’57/58) 


5,310 
2,715 
...  £157,590 
£640 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  population  figure  for  1956  was  8,600 
Population  per  square  mile  1,037 


Beaconsfield  is  situated  about  25  miles  west  of  London.  It  has 
its  “old-town”  whose  red  brick  houses  flank  its  broad  High  Street, 
and  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  to  the  North  East,  is  the  “new- 
town,”  built  around  the  more  recent  Railway  Station. 

Beaconsfield  stands  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  South-easterly  spurs 
of  the  Chiltern  Hills  : its  subsoil  is  mainly  gravel. 

Its  proximity  to  London  brings  Beaconsfield  increasingly  within 
the  influence  of  the  metropolis.  Both  “the  old”  and  “the  new” 
towns  are  increasingly  becoming  London  dormitory  areas,  and 
there  is  little  reason  to  believe  that  this  tendency  will  halt  within 
the  foreseeable  future. 

The  “new  town”  has  been  very  fortunate  in  its  early  planning 
in  that  its  density  of  population  is  low,  and  it  has  attracted  a large 
high-class  population.  Light  industries  have,  however,  infiltrated 
here  and  there,  but  they  have  been  gentle  in  their  intrusion. 
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BIRTHS,  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Births 

Birth  rate  per  1.000  population 

'a)  Live  Births  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  65  47 

Illegitimate  7 1 

6)  Still  Births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Illegitimate  — — 

(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

(d)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Males  Females 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  — — 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate  — — 


(e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate  — — 


Infant  Mortality  : All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Neo-Natal  Mortality  : per  1,000  births  


14.0 

Total 

112 

8 

120 


3 

3 

Nil 

Total 

25.0 

2 

2 


Total 

2 

2 

16.7 

16.7 
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DEATHS 


Disease 


1.  Tuberculosis  

2.  Cancer 

(a)  Lungs  : Bronchus  (4M.  OF.) 

(b)  Other  (3M.  3F.) 

(c)  Stomach  (OM.  OF.) 

(d)  Breast  (OM.  2F.) 

3.  Circulatory  

(a)  Intercranial  (5M.  7F.) 

(. b ) Others  (2M.  OF.) 

4.  Heart 

(a)  Coronary,  Angina  (11M.  5F.) 

(b)  Hypertension  (2M.  3F.) 

(c)  Others  (5M.  5F.) 

5.  Other  Infective  and  para.  Diseases 

6.  Ulcer  Duodenum  and  Stomach 

7.  Pneumonia  

8.  Other  Resp.  Diseases 

9.  Nephritis  

10.  Motor  Vehicles  

11.  All  Other  Accidents  ... 

12.  Other  Ill-defined  Causes 


Males  Females  Total 


7 5 12 

7 7 14 

21  10  31 

1 1 
1 1 2 

2 1 3 

1 — 1 

— 1 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

2 3 5 

43  29  72 
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COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM  (Urban  Districts  only) 
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SECTION  II 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Following  the  trend  in  recent  years,  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  was,  in  1956,  remarkably  low.  The  graph  on  page  12 
illustrating  the  alternate  year  characteristic  of  epidemic  measles 
shows  the  year  to  have  been  a “non-measles  year”  with  a total 
number  of  1 1 cases  only,  a low  number  which  has  been  lower  only 
on  two  previous  occasions  in  the  past  12-year  period,  viz.  1944 
with  1 and  1954  with  3 cases.  Whooping  cough,  which  is  still  a 
dangerous  disease  during  the  first  six  months  of  life,  shows  only 
two  cases  : this  low  incidence  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  nowadays 
the  practice  of  immunizing  babies  in  the  first  few  months  of  life,  is 
widespread. 

There  is  no  case  of  confirmed  poliomyelitis  or  of  diphtheria  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  thus  making  1956  the  10th  successive  year 
during  which  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  in  the  Coun- 
cil’s district.  This  remarkable  feature  is  due  no  doubt  to  the  con- 
tinuing practice  of  immunization  against  diphtheria.  When  it  is 
recalled  that  in  the  country  as  a whole,  the  number  of  corrected 
notifications  for  diphtheria  in  1954  was  18,596  with  722  deaths, 
whilst  during  1955  in  the  country  as  a whole,  the  corresponding 
figures  were  174  cases  with  9 deaths,  the  significance  of  immuniza- 
tion can  be  appreciated  at  its  real  value.  In  1956  immunization 
against  another  notifiable  disease,  viz.  paralytic  poliomyelitis,  was 
introduced  for  the  first  time  in  this  country  and  in  the  Council’s 
district. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (1956) 

Diseases  No.  of  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  1 


Whooping  Cough 


Measles 

11 

Dysentery 

DIPHTHERIA 

1 

Under 

Total 

Age  Group 

112  3 

4 

5-10 

10-14 

Primary  Immunization 

75  44  3 1 

4 

8 

3 138 

Re-immunization 

— — — — 

3 

92 

55  150 

Percentage  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  immunized 

= 58.1%. 
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MEASLES  — 1956 
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DIPHTHERIA 


Even  a casual  glance  at  the  national  statistics  for  Diphtheria  given 
below,  suffices  to  reveal  the  phenomenal  fall  in  both  the  annual 
numbers  of  cases  and  of  deaths  during  the  past  forty  years.  A 
closer  scrutiny  shows,  on  comparing  the  corresponding  figures  for 
two  ten-year  periods,  that  whilst  the  number  of  cases  in  both  periods 
are  substantially  the  same,  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  second  ten- 
year  period  is  virtually  halved.  The  average  annual  number  of 
cases  for  the  period  1916/1925  is  given  as  51.573,  and  the  annual 
deaths  as  4.214,  whilst  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  period 
1933/42  are  55.123  and  2,783. 

This  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  striking.  The  only  valid 
objection  that  can  be  lodged  is  that  the  numbers  of  cases  for  both 
periods  are  only  partially  corrected,  as  they  may  include  other 
diseases  than  diphtheria,  the  numbers  are  provisional.  However, 
records  of  corrected  notifications  were  first  kept  in  1942/43  and 
this  practice  has  been  continued  since.  It  will  be  seen  that  a regu- 
larly progressive  decline  in  the  corresponding  numbers  is  also 
evident  in  the  third  ten-year  period,  1944-53.  Here  the  number 
of  corrected  notifications  fell  from  23,199  with  934  deaths  in  1944 
to  266  cases  and  23  deaths  in  1953.  This  gratifying  result  can 
only  be  attributed  to  the  new  positive  factor  known  to  be  operative 
in  varying  degrees  during  the  past  25  years.  This  factor  is  immun- 
ization against  diphtheria.  True,  immunization  did  not  become 
official  national  policy  until  1941,  but  in  1943  the  immunization 
campaign  was  well  under  way.  Many  medical  pioneers  and  Child- 
Welfare  Authorities  had  encouraged  and  practiced  immunization 
against  diphtheria  long  before  it  became  official  policy  and  it  has 
been  zealously  practiced  both  by  the  medical  staffs  of  Local 
Authorities  and  by  the  general  practitioners’  service  since  1945. 


Year 

Corrected 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Annual  Average 

1916/25  

51,573 

4,214 

Annual  Average 

1933/1942  

55,123 

2,783 

1944  

23,199 

934 

1945  

18,596 

722 

1946  

11,986 

472 

1947  

5,609 

244 

1948  

3,575 

156 

13 


1949  1,890  84 

1950  962  49 

1951  664  33 

1952  376  32 

1953  266  23 

1954  174  9 

1955  161  11 

POLIOMYELITIS 


During  the  present  century  no  other  infectious  disease  and  its 
prevention  have  held  public  imagination  so  intensely  as  did  polio- 
myelitis and  its  vaccination  during  the  early  months  of  1956.  The 
announcement  in  mid-January  of  the  proposal  to  vaccinate  children 
of  a certain  age  group  with  the  new  British  Salk-Type  vaccine  was 
given  a mixed  reception.  Soon  thereafter  there  arose  such  a babel 
of  divergent  opinion  that  one  was  reminded  of  the  accounts  of  the 
mixed  reception  given  to  Jenner’s  vaccination  against  smallpox  at 
the  turn  of  the  18th  century.  Immediately  after  the  14th  April, 
1956,  which  was  the  latest  date  for  the  registration  of  parental 
consent  forms  with  the  statistical  unit  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  it  was  announced  that  approximately  29%  of  the  eligible 
children  in  the  country  as  a whole  had  been  registered;  the  figure 
for  Bucks  was  32%.  In  April  and  May  vaccination,  which  con- 
sisted of  two  injections,  was  completed  in  the  first  group  of  chil- 
dren chosen,  but  after  the  first  injection  of  the  second  group,  it  was 
suspended  and  the  vaccination  rendered  incomplete  because  sup- 
plies of  the  vaccine  were  inadequate.  Suspended  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  when  poliomyelitis  is  known  to  be 
prevalent,  vaccination  of  the  group  left  incomplete  in  May  was 
completed  in  November,  1956.  During  1956  the  total  number  of 
cases  in  the  country  as  a whole  was  low  and  the  total  number  of 
children  vaccinated  was  too  low  to  permit  a reliable  statistical 
evaluation  of  the  vaccine  to  be  undertaken.  The  organization  and 
the  execution  of  the  vaccination  in  1956  was  in  the  hands  of  Local 
Health  Authority  staffs  and  their  medical  officers  but  the  1957 
programme  makes  provision  for  the  employment  of  the  general 
practitioner  services. 

Recently  a further  announcement  by  the  Medical  Research  Coun- 
cil indicates  that  it  is  setting  up  a virus  production  plant  at  its  serum 
laboratories  at  at  Carshalton,  Surrey,  which  is  expected  to  be  in  pro- 
duction in  April,  1957.  Its  main  function  will  be  to  produce  polio- 
myelitis virus  on  a fairly  large  scale.  It  will  also  provide  for 
research  on  virus  cultivation  and  for  the  preparation  of  tissues 
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culture  on  a pilot  plant  scale.  Another  function  will  be  the  pro- 
duction for  research  purposes,  of  different  strains  of  virus  that  may 
find  place  in  future  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  The  need  for  this  new 
unit  is  explained  in  the  following  extract  from  the  Medical  Research 
Council’s  statement : 

“While  there  is  by  now  a substantial  amount  of  experi- 
ence in  the  use  of  the  Salk-type  vaccine  in  different  countries, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  use  of  such  a vaccine  could  entirely 
prevent  poliomyelitis.  Experience  in  the  use  of  killed  vac- 
cine (like  the  Salk  type)  against  other  diseases  would  strongly 
suggest  that  their  use  must  be  combined  with  other  protective 
measures.  For  the  prevention  of  poliomyelitis,  very  much 
more  knowledge  is  required  on  the  way  in  which  the  virus 
is  spread  through  the  population”. 

What  seems  to  be  implied  here  is  that  the  inert  Salk-type  vac- 
cine used  is  unlikely  to  be  the  ultimate  answer  to  poliomyelitis 
though  there  is  every  hope  that  it  will  be  a useful  step  toward  the 
alleviation  of  the  paralytic  forms  of  the  disease.  At  present  there- 
fore it  seems  prudent  to  continue  research  on  the  production  of  a 
“live,  attenuated  and  harmless  vaccine”  that  is  safe  and  effective 
against  poliomyelitis  because  such  a vaccine  would  prevent  the 
non-paralytic  as  well  as  the  paralytic  forms  of  the  disease.  One 
of  the  advantages  which  the  discovery  of  such  a vaccine  would 
confer  would  be  a longer-term  immunity — periodic  booster  doses 
would  not  be  required.  In  short  research  is  being  concentrated  to 
find  a vaccine  that  will  eliminate  poliomyelitis  in  the  same  way  that 
vaccination  has  eliminated  indigenous  smallpox  from  this  country. 

SECTION  III 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
1.  Hospital  Services 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  Beaconsfield,  but  it  has  three 
Nursing  Homes  registered  by  the  Bucks  County  Council.  St 
Joseph’s  Nursing  Home,  Candlemas  Lane,  was  excluded  from  the 
operation  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Beaconsfield  is  just  within  the  area  of  the  North-West  Metro- 
politan Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  might  almost  be  described  as 
a fringe  area — it  is  the  most  northerly  of  the  four  Bucks  Local 
Authority  areas,  namely  Eton  Urban,  Eton  Rural  and  Slough 
Borough — to  be  included  in  this  Region.  Its  boundaries  flank 
those  of  the  adjoining  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Bea- 
consfield, in  the  matter  of  Hospital  services,  looks  towards  High 
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Wycombe  in  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Area  and  not  to  Slough 
or  Windsor  situated  in  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Hospital 
Region. 

2.  Laboratory  Services 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  concerned  with  Bac- 
teriology and  Epidemiology  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention 
and  control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  at  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  and,  in  general,  undertakes,  free  of  charge,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as  sputum,  nose  and 
throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is  under- 
taken by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

Because  it  is  more  readily  accessible,  a good  deal  of  use  is  also 
made  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Luton,  under 
Colonel  Walker.  The  Bacteriological  examination  of  water  and 
ice-cream  samples  is  usually  carried  out  at  this  laboratory. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  following  Nurse  Midwives  practised  in  the  town  during  the 
year  as  follows: — 

Miss  M.  E.  Barton,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  and 
Miss  M.  R.  Taylor,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

The  address  is  : Nurses’  Home,  Candlemas  Mead,  Beaconsfield. 
Telephone  : Beaconsfield  954. 

4.  Welfare  Clinics 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  to  which  mothers  and  their  babies  can  be 
referred  direct  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  throughout 
their  area.  There  are  two  such  Clinics  at  Beaconsfield;  one  is  held 
at  the  Old  Rectory  on  the  first  and  third  Friday  of  each  month, 
and  a Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  when  immunization  against 
diphtheria,  free  of  charge,  is  undertaken.  The  other  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  is  held  at  the  Congregational  Hall,  Holtspur,  and  its  sessions 
are  held  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  the  Medical 
Officer  attending  upon  the  latter  session. 

5.  Ambulance  Services 

This  service,  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  1948,  is  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  who,  for 
medical  reasons,  are  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport. 

The  County  Transport  and  Ambulance  Service  has  been  re- 
organized, and  the  Headquarters  are  now  at  5,  Buckingham  Road, 
Aylesbury  (Telephone  : Aylesbury  3375).  In  addition  to  Head- 
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quarters,  six  main  stations  have  been  established  to  cover  the  whole 
of  the  County  to  which  application  for  transport  should  be  made. 
The  nearest  main  station  to  Beaconsfield  is  at  High  Wycombe, 
address  : Queen  Victoria  Road,  High  Wycombe  (Telephone  No.: 
2310). 

Any  ambulance  station  can  make  arrangements  for  stretcher  or 
sitting  car  cases  to  travel  by  rail.  Since  this  provides  the  most 
comfortable  and  economical  way  of  sending  the  majority  of  patients 
long  distances,  it  is  used  wherever  possible. 

SECTION  IV 

TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  Against  Tuberculosis 
Prevention  of  Spread  of  Tuberculosis 
Mass  Radiography  Surveys 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  community  has  been  immeasurably  assisted  by 
a combination  of  the  newer  procedures  now  available.  Amongst 
the  most  important  of  these  are  the  following  four  : the  simply 
administered  skin  test  with  tuberculin  which  demonstrates  in  chil- 
dren previous  infection  with  tuberculosis;  B.C.G.  vaccination 
against  tuberculosis  of  “school  leavers”;  Mass  Radiography  Surveys 
of  communities  to  discover  unknown  cases  of  the  disease  and  fin- 
ally the  direct  attack  upon  the  disease  by  the  newer  drugs. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Tuberculin-testing  is  an  integral  part  of  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The 
children  eligible  are  “school  leavers”  in  their  1 3th-  14th  year.  Vac- 
cination involves  two  visits  to  the  school  by  the  doctor,  the  first 
for  the  preliminary  skin  testing  with  tuberculin,  the  second  to 
record  the  result  of  the  test  and  to  proceed  according  to  the  result. 
Those  who  react  positively  (positive  reactors)  do  not  participate 
further  and  the  parent  is  informed  of  the  reason.  The  positive 
reaction  indicates  that  such  children  have  already  been  infected 
with  tuberculosis  and  that  they  have  thereby  acquired  a degree 
of  protection  from  further  infection  with  the  disease.  It  is  how- 
ever only  right  to  add  that  though  they  are  already  infected  they 
are  not  necessarily  suffering  from  the  disease.  They  do  not  require 
the  added  protection  given  by  vaccination.  Those  who  do  not 
react  to  the  test  (non-reactors)  are  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis. 

Mass  Radiography  Survey — Special  Groups 

The  only  groups  investigated  during  a survey  are  (1)  organized 
groups  of  industrial  workers;  (2)  “school  leavers”;  (3)  such  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  community  as  volunteer  to  attend.  Since 
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the  underlying  object  of  the  survey  is  to  determine  the  extent  of 
the  tubercular  “reservoir  of  infection”  within  a community,  it  is 
obvious  this  can  only  be  achieved  when  there  is  a 100%  response 
from  members  of  the  community.  As  this  degree  of  completeness 
has  not  yet  been  achieved  anywhere  in  this  country,  the  most  prac- 
tical alternative  is  to  pay  particular  attention  to  special  groups  that 
are  believed  to  carry  a special  responsibility  in  spreading  the 
disease.  Such  a group  is  believed  to  consist  of  males  of  45  years 
of  age  and  over. 

Generally  speaking,  there  is  a greater  reluctance  among  the 
older  age  groups  to  participate  in  surveys  and  undertake  chest 
x-rays,  than  in  the  younger. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  1956 

During  1956  there  were  three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified; 
of  these  two  were  pulmonary,  the  other  non-pulmonary.  Of  the 
two  new  pulmonary  cases,  one  occurred  in  a male  28,  a member 
of  the  armed  forces,  temporarily  resident  in  the  Council’s  district, 
the  other  a local  resident,  male,  22,  who  was  admitted  to  sana- 
torium. The  non-pulmonary  case  notified  was  a local  resident 
aged  34,  male,  who  remained  in  the  care  of  the  hospital  authori- 
ties. One  notification  aged  36,  female,  was  readmitted  to  hos- 
pital, and  one  case  only,  aged  31,  male,  was  transferred  into  the 
Council’s  district.  So  far  as  I am  aware  there  were  no  transfers 
out  of  the  Council’s  district. 

SECTION  V 

MILK 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — Section  20 

When  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  satisfied  that  any  person  is 
suffering  from  disease  caused  by  the  consumption  of  milk,  or  if  he 
has  reasonable  grounds  for  suspecting  that  a person  is  so  suffering 
or  indeed  that  the  milk  is  infected  with  an  organism  capable  of 
causing  disease  in  man,  he  may  serve  a notice  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
such  milk,  unless  it  has  been  treated  in  such  a way  as  to  secure 
to  his  satisfaction  that  it  may,  with  safety,  be  sold  for  human  con- 
sumption. A dairy  farmer  on  whom  such  notice  is  served,  is 
entitled  to  compensation  for  damage  or  loss  by  reason  of  the  notice 
served. 

The  commonest  organisms  giving  rise  to  infected  milk  are  the 
organisms  of  brucella,  which  give  rise  to  “slipped  calf”  or  abortion 
in  cattle,  and  are  capable  of  giving  rise  to  disease  in  man.  Happily 
no  samples  of  milk  infected  with  these  organisms  were  reported  to 
me  during  1956.  Another  not  uncommon  cause  of  infected  milk 
are  the  organisms  of  Tuberculosis  : these  give  rise  usually  to  non- 
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pulmonary  tuberculosis,  that  is,  commonly  in  children,  to  tubercu- 
losis of  the  glands  of  neck,  or  bones  and  joints  and  sometimes  of 
meninges.  During  the  year  1956,  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  report 
was  received  that  either  of  these  organisms  were  found  in  milk 
sold  locally  for  human  consumption.  The  operation  of  the  pro- 
visions relating  to  the  “specified  areas”  is  of  course  an  additional 
safeguard  to  public  health. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  cattle  were  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order 
during  1956. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1950 — Section  23 

Under  the  authority  of  Statutory  Instrument  1953,  No.  1660, 
which  became  effective  on  the  2nd  December,  1953,  the  Urban 
District  of  Beaconsfield  became  a “specified  area.”  One  of  the 
main  purposes  of  this  Section  was  no  doubt  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  bovine  tuberculosis  through  infected  milk.  Since  then  the 
Minister  has  made  a further  Order  specifying  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  County  of  Bucks.  When  this  further  Order 
became  operative  on  the  21st  March,  1955,  it  was  estimated  that 
68%  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  would  be  living 
within  “specified  areas.” 

SECTION  VI 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948—1951 

The  duties  imposed  by  two  sections  of  these  Acts,  viz.  Section  47 
and  Section  50,  are  the  responsibilities  of  the  local  District  Councils. 
The  provisions  of  the  former  have  for  their  purpose  the  securing  of 
the  necessary  care  and  attention  for  those  who  are  suffering  from 
chronic  disease,  or  being  aged,  infirm  are  living  in  insanitary  con- 
ditions and  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiv- 
ing from  others,  proper  care  and  attention.  Under  the  latter  sec- 
tion, the  duty  is  placed  upon  local  Councils  to  arrange  for  the  burial 
or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in 
their  area,  when  no  other  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
burial.  The  Council  has  not  been  called  upon  to  fulfil  its  responsi- 
bilities under  either  of  these  sections  during  the  year. 

SECTION  VII 

HOUSING 

On  the  8th  March,  1957,  the  Council  owned  a total  number  of 
653  units  of  accommodation.  Of  these  224  were  erected  in  the 
1919-39  period;  40  are  bungalows  erected  during  the  1939-45  war 
and  have  since  become  part  of  the  Council’s  housing  accommoda- 
tion, whilst  since  the  second  World  War,  389  units  have  been  pro- 
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vided  by  the  Council.  Of  this  number  120  units  have  been  erected 
since  31st  March,  1953. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  Council 
was  required  to  submit  to  the  Ministry,  by  the  31st  August,  1955, 
its  outline  plan  for  dealing  with  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  fit  for  demolition  under  the  Slum  Clearance  provisions  of  the 
Act.  During  1956.  preliminary  surveys  have  been  undertaken  with 
a view  to  declaring  Nos.  1 — 10  Queen’s  Terrace  in  the  Old  Town  to 
be  a Clearance  Area. 

The  Council  has  also  had  under  consideration  the  provision  of 
flats  for  old  people  in  the  Old  Town.  The  proposed  site,  Hedgerley 
Lane,  has  all  the  advantages  usually  considered  desirable  in  such 
proposals.  The  site  is  near  the  centre  of  an  existing  community, 
thereby  retaining  the  proximity  of  friends  and  shopping,  as  well 
as  emergency  services.  Separate  and  self-contained  flats  enable 
the  aged  and  elderly  to  live  independent  lives  in  their  own  homes. 

The  type  of  housing  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council 
is  varied  and  the  following  range  of  accommodation  shows  that 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  meet  the  wide  variety  of  housing 
needs  in  post-war  housing. 

3-Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses 


Candlemas  Mead 

3- Bedroom  (Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses 

Chesterton  Green 
Candlemas  Mead 
Cherry  Tree  Road  ... 

Garvin  Avenue 
Lower  Riding 
Maxwell  Road 

Ronald  Road  

Shepherds  Close 

The  Crest  

Upper  Riding 

4- Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses 

Garvin  Avenue  

Bungalows 

Cherry  Tree  Road  

Garvin  Avenue  

Malthouse  Square  

Orchard  Road  


20  20 

20 

60 

34 

28 

16 

26 

4 

2 

4 

26  220 

4 4 

4 

2 

6 

3 15 


20 


Flats 


Garvin  Avenue  ...  2 

Stile  Meadow  ...  ...  ...  24 

The  Mead  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cherry  Tree  Road  ...  ...  ...  2 

2-Bedroom  (Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses 

Cherry  Tree  Road  28 

Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  12 

Lower  Riding  ...  ...  ...  4 

Orchard  Road  ...  ...  ...  16 

Shepherds  Close  ...  ...  ...  10 

Upper  Riding  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total  ... 


48 


82 

389 


SECTION  VIII 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Two  Sewage  Disposal  Works  serve  the  district,  viz.  the  Holtspur 
Bottom  Works,  which  is  nearly  34  acres  in  extent,  and  the  Hedger- 
ley  Lane  Works  of  about  26  acres. 

At  the  former,  owing  to  the  considerable  increase  in  daily  flow, 
the  Council  has  acquired  additional  land  of  about  1^  acres  as  a 
safety  measure  against  flooding  during  periods  of  exceptional  rain. 
At  both,  work  of  a routine  maintenance  nature  has  been  under- 
taken and  the  disposal  of  sewage  has  been  adequately  and  safely 
carried  out. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  adjoining  table,  there  are  a considerable 
number  of  Cesspools  within  the  district  that  require  emptying. 

CESSPOOLS 

Number  of  Cesspool  emptyings  in  district  ...  763 

Loads  Disposed  of  in  district  2,220 

SECTION  IX 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

The  Council  is  not  a Statutory  Water  Undertaking,  but  two  such 
Undertakings  serve  the  district,  viz.:  The  Amersham  and  Beacons- 
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Held  Water  Company  which  was  recently  taken  over  by  the  Rick- 
mansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company,  and  the  Marlow 
Water  Company  : the  former  serves  the  main  body  of  the  town  and 
the  latter  Holtspur  and  District. 

There  is  a piped  water  supply  serving  the  whole  of  the  district  : 
there  are  no  drinking  water  wells  in  use.  Several  samples  have 
been  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  area  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity;  it  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 


Probable  No.  of  coliform 

Water  taken  from 

bacilli  per  100  ml. 

Result 

Warwick  Road 

Nil 

Highly  satisfactory 

Holtspur 

Nil 

Vi  99 

London  Road 

Nil 

99  99 

2.  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 


Refuse  disposal  at  Hare  Hatch  Lane  tip  has  been  temporarily 
suspended,  arrangements  having  been  made  to  dispose  of  refuse 
in  a gravel  pit  situated  outside  the  district. 

Refuse  Bins  emptied 

in  district  .. 

170,574 

Loads  to  shoot 

1,638 

The  Salvage  returns  for  the  year 

1956  are  as  follows 

: — 

Weight 

Value 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ s.  d. 

1. 

Waste  Paper 

46 

4 

1 

0 

364  16  11 

0 

Cardboard 

6 

9 

2 

0 

66  7 0 

3. 

Newspaper 

9 

16 

3 

0 

69  0 10 

4. 

Rags  

15 

0 

0 

18  5 0 

5. 

Copper,  Lead.  etc. 

2 

4 

0 

30  7 8 

63 

8 

2 

0 

£575  17  5 

3.  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

The  following  defects  were  dealt  with  by  means  of  informal 
action  during  1956  : Septic  Tank  defective  (1):  Defective  chimneys 
(2):  Blocked  drains  (2):  Defective  rainwater  down-pipe  (3):  Defec- 
tive chimney  flue  (2):  Defective  floor  boards  (2):  Defective  down- 
pipe  (2):  Nuisances  arising  from  smell  and  smoke  (4):  Serious  con- 
densation. 

There  were  two  Formal  Statutory  Notices  authorized  in  1956. 


There  were  two  Informal  Notices  outstanding  on  31/12/1955.  and 


two  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

4.  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Visits 

1.  No  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  40 

2.  No  of  houses  revisited  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  46 

3.  No.  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  230 

4.  No.  of  houses  re-inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  57 

5.  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  vermin  ...  ...  ...  4 

6.  Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  3 

7.  Visits  in  connection  with  drainage  ...  ...  ...  lb 

8.  Visits  in  connection  with  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  8 

9.  Visits  to  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

10.  Visits  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  

11.  Visits  in  connection  with  factories  ...  ...  ...  8 

12.  Visits  in  connection  with  Public  Health  samples  ...  22 

13.  Visits  in  connection  with  defective  dustbins  ...  ...  8 

14.  Miscellaneous  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  32 

5.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


There  has  been  no  application  for  permission  to  keep  a pet  shop 
in  the  Council’s  district. 

6.  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  is  one  premises  registered  under  the  Act,  the  activities 
carried  on  being  the  manufacture  of  soft  toys  and  upholstery. 

7.  Housing 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  having 
defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  240 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  250 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous 

as  to  be  unfit,  or  injurious  to  health  ...  — 

( d ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  76 

2 Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 
a formal  notice: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  tit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  5 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year.  Proceed- 
ings under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

(u)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

RODENT  CONTROL 
8.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council  employs  one  part-time  Rodent  Operative  who  works 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Rodent  Officer. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  came  into  force  on  the 
31st  March,  1950.  It  requires  the  Council  to  submit  an  Annual 
Return  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  following 
figures  are  taken  from  Form  PDR/2  submitted  for  the  15-month 


period  ending  31st  March.  1957: — 

(a)  Type  and  Estimated  Total  number  of  Premises  : 

1.  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

2.  Dwelling  Houses  2,715 

3.  Agricultural  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

4.  Business  and  Industrial  Premises  ...  ...  ...  181 


2,921 

(6)  Classification  of  Infestations  : 


1.  Major  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Minor  ...  ...  ...  61 

3.  Mice  Only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Notices  Served  : 

1.  Under  Section  4 (Treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Structural  Works  (Proofing)  ...  ...  10 

Block  Control  Schemes  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  1 

9.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


The  new  Food  and  Hygiene  Regulations  under  the  recent  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1957.  They 
require  higher  structural  standards  of  premises  and  the  enforcement 
of  improved  handling  practices.  They  also  apply  to  any  food 
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business  and  this  means  any  undertaking  whether  food  is  sold  for 
profit  or  not.  Their  scope  therefore  embraces  canteens,  clubs  and 
schools.  These  extensions  are  to  be  welcomed  as  a means  of  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  infectious  disease.  Generally  speaking  the 
Food  trade  in  the  Council’s  district  has  been  co-operative  in  this 
matter. 


Condemned  Foodstuff. 


Qrs. 

Libs. 

Ozs. 

1. 

Meat 

...  ...  ... 

2 

7 

2 

2. 

Offal 

Tins 

1 

7 

Hi 

3. 

Fruit  Salad 

(2)  

6 

4 

4. 

Peas 

(1)  

10 

5. 

Sliced  Beetroot 

(2)  

6 

4 

6. 

Sliced  Runner  Beans  (1)  

5 

7. 

Carrots 

(1)  

1 

2 

8. 

Broad  Beans 

(1)  

8 

9. 

Peaches 

(1)  

1 

0 

Condemned  foodstuff  is  surrendered  and  is 
eration.  Normally,  at  slaughterhouses  since 

disposed  of  by  incin- 
1943  all  meat  and 

offal  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  removed  by  contractors 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  material  was  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  tallow,  greases,  animal  feeding  meals  and  ferti- 
lizers, being  sterilized  in  the  process  of  manufacture.  As  from 
1st  August,  1953,  revised  arrangements  came  into  operation, 
whereby  condemned  materials  from  controlled  slaughterhouses 
were  offered  for  sale  by  public  auction  at  regular  intervals.  More 
recently,  in  December,  1953,  revised  conditions  of  sale,  incorpor- 
ated clauses  with  a direct  bearing  on  prevention  of  danger  to  public 
health.  By  the  provisions  of  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughter- 
ing) Order  1947,  all  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  stained  green 
before  delivery  to  buyers. 

10.  Food  Poisoning 

There  was  no  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning  within  the  Dis- 
trict during  the  year. 

11.  Milk 

As  the  responsibility  for  designated  milks  in  this  urban  district 
rests  with  the  County  Council,  that  Council  will  also  be  the 
authority  for  the  enforcement  of  the  conditions  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1953. 


25 


The  following  licences  were  issued  : 

Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  2 

Supplementary  licence  authorising  use  of  special  designa- 
tion “Tuberculin  Tested”  1 

Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  1 

Special  Designation  “T.T.  Pasteurised” ...  2 

Special  Designation  “Sterilized”  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

12.  Specified  Area 

Since  the  3rd  December,  1953,  the  Beaconsfield  Urban  District  is 
included  in  an  area  within  an  Order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food. 
Since  then  it  has  been  illegal  to  sell  raw  undesignated  milk  within 
the  Council’s  District. 

13.  Ice-Cream 

In  connection  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regula- 
tions, 1947,  frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  where  ice- 
cream is  sold. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  where  ice-cream  is  manufac- 
tured, but  there  are  14  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice- 
cream. Sixteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  : none  were  found  to  be  in  the  lower  grades 
3 and  4,  some  2 were  in  Grade  2 and  the  remainder  in  Grade  1 
of  the  Provisional  Grading  Scheme. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  Number  of 
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We  have  no  notified  outworkers  in  the  district. 


APPENDIX  I 


BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHWARK 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

D.  F.  H.  Button,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C. 

Public  Analyst. 

Report  on  the  Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  from  the  Beacons- 
field  Urban  District  Council,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 

Sample  of  water  supplied  by  the  Marlow  and  District 


Water  Company. 

Appearance  Clear  and  Colourless 

Reaction  (pH)  7.1 

Parts  per  Million 

Free  Chlorine  0.02 

Total  Solids  341 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  15.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.003 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0.012 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  2.2 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (3  hrs.  at  98  °F.)  nil 

Hardness,  Temporary  242 

Permanent  50 

Total  292 

Metals — Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  Not  found 


From  these  resuls  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  chemically  of  high 
purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  II 


BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHWARK 


Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


D.  F.  H.  Button,  A R CS..  F.R.l.C. 

Public  Analyst. 

Report  on  the  Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  from  the  Beacons- 
field  Urban  District  Council,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 

Sample  of  water  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  & 

Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Appearance  Clear  and  Colourless 


Reaction  (pH) 


7.3 


Parts  per  Million 


Free  Chlorine  nil 

Total  Solids  331 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  14.5 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0.006 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  1.5 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (3  hrs.  at  98°F.)  0.037 

Hardness,  Temporary  245 

Permanent  21 

Total  266 

Metals — Lead.  Copper,  Zinc  Not  found 


From  these  resuls  1 am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  chemically  of  high 
purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  BUTTON,  ■ 

Public  Analyst. 
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